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FALL MEETING FOLLOW-UP 

Spencer Caron reports that he received this note from Don Wilson: 

 "In thinking back over 500+ venues and presentations, yours is one of the most 
enjoyable and memorable, partially because, I suppose, for me it was, in a sense, like 
coming back home.  By the way, all speakers have places they hope never to be 
invited back to, but Crown of Maine is not one of those."   

And Mike Cyr let us peek at his notes from Don’s presentation: 

A-B-C : Follow in the FOOTSTEPS wherever they may lead when performing 
retracement surveys - attempt to justify - not ignore....do your research. 

"Accept nothing - Believe no one - Check everything... Do not get distracted; DO 
YOUR JOB"   

Read the RIVERS CASE - Rivers Vs. Lozeau (Florida) - recreate the Original Survey 
- Read the Marquette Law Review... 

Read the Federalist Papers to learn about the importance of the SURVEYOR and 
THE LAND.... 

Boundary Line Agreements are in need of change - It may be called a "Proposed 
Resolved Dividing Line with Confirmatory Deeds (PRDL with CD's). 

"The absence of evidence may be the key to the problem"..... 

The Surveyor's primary function is the "Protection of the Public"..... 

The Surveyor is here for the "Perpetuation of the Boundaries"... with much improved 
Location, Definition and Monumentation thereof... 

In "Fee Tail" is when the land would pass to the eldest Son.... Thank you Don Wilson!  

Affiliated with the 
National Society of 

Professional Surveyors 
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Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 
Elks Lodge – Houlton, ME 

October 10, 2025 
 

  Members Present 
 Officers -   
 President   Levi Ladd 
 Vice President  Jon Stewart 
 Treasurer  Jimmy Courbron 
 Secretary  Kevin Farrar 
 Directors -   
 Narragansett  Wayne Wood 
 Crown of Maine  Spencer Caron 
 At Large   Ellen Brewer 
 At Large   Judd Vear   
 Past President   Cassandra Quintal 
     
 Executive Director  Bruce Bourgoine    
       
  This is an abbreviated meeting to address items not 
covered at the general business meeting.  The meeting was called to order 
by President Ladd at 1:02.    

 
  Secretary Report (Kevin Farrar) – The minutes from 
the Executive Committee meeting held on September 11th at The Cabana 
in Wales were accepted as printed.  Motion to accept was made by Wayne, 
seconded by Jimmy and approved unanimously.   

 
  Treasurer’s Report (Jimmy Courbron) – No report as 
this was reported on earlier today at the MSLS Spring business meeting.   

 
  Executive Dir. Report (Bruce Bourgoine) – No report.  
See Bruce’s comments during the MSLS Spring business meeting. 

 
 Consent Agenda - 
 

 May 16, 2025 
 

From Whom MSLS Committee          Amount    
Donald Wilson Fall Meeting speaker    $3000.00 
Levi Ladd Quebec surveyors conference, travel    $531.75 
Bruce Bourgoine Executive Director expenses – Sept.     $361.64   
Bruce Bourgoine Executive Director services ~ Sept                $1,500.00 
Total                  $5,393.39 
  
Additions at meeting          None 

 
Wayne moved to approve the consent agenda, seconded by Spencer. 
 
Wayne moved to authorize the treasurer to pay the Houlton Elks Lodge 
(anticipated to be about $2500 for the meeting venue and food fee, 
seconded Spencer and passed unanimously. 

 
Next meeting location and date to be determined. * 

 
Moved to adjourn at 1:05, seconded and passed unanimously. 

 
 Respectfully Submitted 

 DRAFT 
 Kevin Farrar – MSLS  
 
 
 
* The November ExCom was later set to be on Thursday, 
November 13 at 6:00 PM at Main-Land in Livermore Falls.  





 

 

MSLS 2025 Fall General Membership Meeting Minutes 
October 10, 2025 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Officers Present:  President   Levi Ladd 
   Vice President   Jon Stewart      
   Secretary    Kevin Farrar 
   Treasurer   Jimmy Courbron 
     
 Also in attendance were some chapter directors, committee chairs and MSLS members.  Total attendance is 
about 30 people.  
  
 Meeting was called to order at 12:00 by President Ladd.  He thanked everyone for coming and the Crown of 
Maine chapter for hosting the event. 
  
 Secretary’s Report (Kevin Farrar) – The minutes from the 2025 Spring general membership meeting held on 
May 16th at Spring Meadows Golf Club are on pages 5-7 of the meeting book.  Moved to accept the minutes as printed 
by Wayne Wood, seconded by Jimmy Courbron and passed unanimously. 
 
 Treasurer’s Report (Jimmy Courbron) – As of yesterday there is $30,746.10 in the Checking Account.  There is 
$9201.77 in the Benevolence & Betterment Fund and $267,160.94 in the Vanguard Scholarship Fund Account.  It was 
moved to accept the report by Wayne Wood, seconded by Spencer Caron and passed unanimously.   
 
 Executive Director’s Report (Bruce Bourgoine) – Bruce thanked everyone for coming and asked for feedback 
on the website in general and with the online meeting registration. 
  
 Legislative Committee (Jon Stewart) – Legislature is out of session.  No report. 
 

LIASON REPORTS: 
 
 NSPS (Matt Ek) – Matt is currently at an NSPS business meeting. 
 
 CMCC (Cassandra Quintal) – Tara is teaching the surveying course within the Building Trades program.  The 
workforce development program is going through a change in funding.  Stay tuned. 
 
 Maine DOT (Guy Ladd) – Guy wished Harry Nelson a happy retirement.   
 
 FEMA (Marc Carpenter) – The report is on page 7 of the meeting book and reads as follows:   
 Maine’s floodplain management program has physically moved from the Department of Agriculture, 
Conservation and Forestry to the Maine Office of Community Affairs.  The phone number and email addresses remain 
the same.  The website has not transitioned yet so it is still located at www.maine.goc/dacf/flood. 
Mailing address:  Maine Office of Community Affairs (MOCA), 127 SHS, Augusta ME 04333 
Physical location: 32 Blossom Lane, Marquardt Building, 3rd floor. 
Contact: sue.baker@maine.gov 207-284-8063, Janet.parker@maine.gov 207-287-9981 
 The City of Portland’s GIS team has created the Portland Maine FEMA Flood Viewer, an application that 
contains a direct web service from FEMA’s National Flood Plain Hazard Layer (NFHL).  The viewer integrates the latest 
imagery of the city, collected in Spring 2024.  From the viewers homepage, users can access links to the City of 
Portland’s FEMA Flood Webpage, FEMA Flood Zone Designation information and the FEMA Map Service Center.  

Photo by Spencer Caron 



 

 

Access the viewer here https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/d85893d660d14b8683f9ec75094a1f3a.  
 
 Registries (Kevin Sargent) – No report. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
 Education Committee (Cassandra Quintal) – No report.  Levi said that the Tri-County Tech Center in Dexter 
has some courses relating to surveying and he has been there to do some survey related teaching & presentations. 
 
 Scholarship Committee (John Lloyd & Steve Gould) – The application will be posted to the website in 
November. 
 
 Benevolent & Betterment Fund Committee (Matt Ek) – No report. 
 
 Historical Committee (Tom Blake) – Tom’s report is on page 7.  Levi stressed the importance of knowing 
where to find surveyors records. 
 I have received notice of a few more survey records acquisitions in recent months to add to the database.  
Please send any surveying records information to historical@msls.org.  Thank you. 
   
 Program Committee (Steve Gould & John Lloyd) – The next MSLS Annual meeting will feature Gary Kent 
speaking about the new NSPS/ALTA survey standards.  The meeting will be the last Thursday and Friday of January at 
The Regency in Portland. 
 
 Board of Licensure – The last meeting was held on August 26th and was reported on in the last FieldNotes.  
The next meeting is scheduled for October 28th.   
  

CHAPTER REPORTS 
 
 Androscoggin (Keith Morse) – Keith asked that the topic of ‘increasing the annual Chapter disbursement’ be 
added for a future ExCom meeting discussion.  The amount of $100 has not changed in decades and Keith said that it is 
hard to have speakers at Chapter Meetings and pay for a meal for them with $100 per year.  
  
 Crown of Maine (Spencer Caron) – Spencer thanked Mike Cyr for contacting Don Wilson for this meeting and 
everyone for coming. 
 
 Hancock/Penobscot – No meeting, no report. 
 
 MidCoast Chapter (Karl Olson) – No report. 
 
 Narragansett Chapter (Wayne Wood) – Wayne said that chapter is working on a meeting on the topic of 
“accessory dwelling units” permitting.  There have been new laws passed that will be affecting the ability to have more 
than one dwelling unit on one lot.  The below report is on Page 7.  
 The Narragansett Chapter has not held a meeting since the MSLS Spring meeting and is preparing to schedule 
the next meeting following the MSLS Fall meeting.  Please see the Chapter website for upcoming meetings 
www.narragansettsurveyors.org. 
 
 Somerset Chapter (Steve Gould) –    No report. 
 
 Unfinished Business – Membership electronic online voting.  Levi briefly went over the information in the 
meeting book and the reasoning behind the move to electronic voting (cost savings, time savings). 
 Proposed amendments to the bylaws are on the last page of the meeting book.  These amendments will allow 
for MSLS to use online voting/ballots.  Wayne Wood moved to strike article 3, section 4 and article 4, section 1 of the 
MSLS bylaws and replace with new edits and language as recommended by ExCom and published in the August 2025 
FieldNotes, also presented here in the meeting book. The motion was seconded by Spencer Caron.  There was a 
question about the removal of the word “secretary”.  Bruce explained that the secretary doesn’t work on ballots, so that 
isn’t really a change, it’s a clarification.  Levi said that paper ballots will still available as an option if members wish to 
vote that way.  The motion passed by a wide margin.   
 
 New Business – Mike Cyr asked a question about surveying a duplex and then splitting the units into separate 
lots.  He recently had to do this on a project and was wondering how others were dealing with issues related to that 
(such as building setbacks).  
 
Moved to adjourn at 12:25, seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted - Kevin Farrar, MSLS Secretary 





 

 

 
 

Hiking Memories 
Our memorialization of Wayne Desper last issue 

prompted this memory by Don Dostie, a past 
president of MSLS, of hiking with Wayne. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
It was a challenge, we left Goose Eye lean-to the next morning in the pouring rain, thunder and lightning flashing. As I 
stepped onto a bluff looking down at the notch (there was still snow and ice in the depths of crevices between boulders) 
the lightning flashed, I saw the skeleton of a full-grown bull moose lying among the rocks below. My Sorrels were not 
up to the task ahead, crossing the notch, said to be the most difficult part of the Appalachian trail, as I slipped and 
struggled to keep my footing. Wayne and the others left me behind! He made sure to turn around and ask if I'd be okay, 
like an idiot I said "sure!" Nearly slid into one of those crevasses but my walking pole wedged between two boulders and 
kept me from falling further. 
 
By the time I reached the end, the sun came out, I was soaked and ill-tempered. I found a stream running nearby and 
regardless of the threat of rising waters, I stripped down to nothing and washed up. I was taking my time to Old Speck 
Pond and the campground; we were staying at for the 2nd night. I followed the trail until reaching the pond. I laid all my 
wet clothing on a ledge in the sun to dry. After a few moments of relishing the view and with my spirits rising I made it 
to the campground where my fellow hikers were waiting. They told me of a conversation with the Ranger prior to my 
arrival and that thunderstorms were rolling in again overnight. Exhausted, I asked if anyone had something for me to eat 
handy, Sean Fallon handed me a snickers bar. I ate it, smiled and said let's go! 
 
I led the group on a pace meant to get us down before dark to the parking lot below the trailhead, arriving in the twilight. 
We drove to pick up my car, left in NH at a parking area (with most of my food in it) and we all headed over to Sunday 
River Brewery for dinner. The man standing behind the bar said they were closing soon as he tentatively looked at a very 
rough looking crew. I said that is fine, but that we will need to be served, ordered a cheeseburger, fries and a couple of 
ales. Wayne Desper, Bruce Marquis, Sean Fallon and I were soon laughing and 
trading stories, one of them mentioning they thought they heard John Denver's 
"Colorado Rocky Mountain High" being sung by Old Speck Pond. Yup that was 
me ;-) 
 
That was the last time I saw Wayne Desper and Sean Fallon on a hike until 
recently. R.I.P. Wayne. 
 
Sean met me on the way down the Loop Trail on Tumbledown while I was 
heading up 2 months ago. I was training for the Make-a-Wish Trailblazer hike 
which occurred last weekend, a 23.4-mile hike so they say (more like 25 to 26 
miles!). 
 
We talked about how the last time we saw each other was on that hike, not 
knowing of Wayne's passing a month earlier. Perhaps the Universe works in 
mysterious ways as I was supposed to be at another location with the Trailblazers 
but headed to Tumbledown determined to hit the Loop Trail. Perhaps Wayne had 
a hand in it, I like to think so. Attached is a picture of Sean and I on the trail and a 
shot of Crater Lake from the top. 
 
Thank you Wayne, for the memories and for guiding me on one more hike! 
 
Photos by Don Dostie: 
Top: View looking down to the pond on Tumbledown Mountain 
Right: Sean and Don this past August  





 

 

 
 
MSLS November ExCom 
November 13 at 6:00 PM  
Main-Land Development Consultants, Livermore Falls  
Zoom access also available 
 
2026 Scholarship Application Deadline 
12:00 Noon, November 26, 2025 
Late applications will not be accepted 
Materials to be posted at msls.org first week in November 
 
Save the Date - MSLS Annual Meeting 
January 29 & 30, 2026 
Lots of details to come, we are returning to The Regency in Portland’s Old Port;  
Gary Kent will be our featured presenter, speaking about the new NSPS/ALTA  
survey standards 
 
 

 
Please send your Calendar Notes for FieldNotes  

and our online calendar to: editor@msls.org 
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Happy Halloween 

 
 

Attend MSLS  
continuing education  
offerings and events  
to avoid having your  

skills get stale!  
 
 
 

 Email your interesting surveying or 
Maine “Parting Shot” to 

editor@msls.org! 
 


